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President’s Message  
Linda Powers 

February’s message will be short and sweet as just six days after our January 

general meeting, three members of the ESC headed out to Fiji on a shelling trip. 

Hopefully, we will have lots of pictures and lots of shells to share with everyone! 

 

The first Carefree Learner trip of our season was a tremendous success. With only 

nine intrepid pre-dawn shellers, there was a lot to observe and find if one was 

adventurous enough to take a long hike on the exposed seagrass bed. Lightning 

whelks and tulips abounded. Colleen Fosnough brought a gigantic hermit crab back 

to the boat to share with all. The Sarasota High School teacher decided to make it 

a pet for a few weeks to share with her marine biology class. There were several 

new members who were enthralled with the whole experience. 

 

Carol and Ruth Middlebrooks have been hard at work putting together excursions 

for you. Anclote Key is a new trip happening March 7-8. There were no more rooms 

available following our meeting but check with Carol if you would still like to go to 

get on a wait list.   

 

The ever-popular Palm Island Golf Cart trip is scheduled Feb. 15 & Mar. 15. Contact 

Ruth if you didn’t get the opportunity to sign up for that. Haven’t our programs 

been sensational? Joyce Matthys’ talk on byssus and Dr. Leal’s program were so 

informative. Two more excellent programs are scheduled. The upcoming craft 

projects are beautiful. Please be sure to bring your completed work to February’s 

meeting for all to enjoy. Thanks to Leslie Furmage and Sue Murray for your efforts 

as well as Diane Herger who is so organized and always so very helpful in assisting 

club members. 

Numerous members are diligently working on their pizza box display for the big 

competition at February’s meeting. Call Anita Wilson or Homer Rhode if you need 

any help. But the most important thing to remember is have fun with your display! 

Enjoy all the upcoming Shell Club events. I’ll see you all again at the February 

general meeting. 
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General Meeting Speaker  
Candy Niziol  

 

Our speaker for February is Dr. Victoria Weaver, or as her friends know her as "Tori".  She spent her summers 

on the Jersey Shore where she began life as a naturalist and as a collector of shells, corals, sea glass, egg 

casings and, if allowed, sea stars, sea horses and occasionally, sun dried crabs.  At the back of her 

Grandparent's house, the brackish water of Manasquan River revealed thousands of horseshoe crabs, 

mussels, and clams in all sizes and species.  This is where she met the Quahog clam species that would 

eventually become the center of her PHD in Art Education and Art History. Her presentation titled "The 

Meanings of Wampum Shell Beads", proves to be an extremely interesting and fascinating story.  

 
 

 

Newsletter Editor 

MaryLinda 

 
Happy Valentine’s Day 

 
Wow, this been a busy year already for our shell club and its only February!  The outings, lunches, beach 

walks, crafting, and learning opportunities have been amazing.  I’m already hooked on making all the flowers 

Leslie, Sue and Diane taught us at the last Shellcrafters’ session.  I guess if you are on my Christmas gift list; 

you know you’ll be getting something that has shell flowers as part of the theme in Dec 2018 ☺. 

 

I had the fantastic opportunity of joining an adventurous group of ladies and men on February 1st  for my first 

Carefree learner experience.  Yes, it was a bit chilly, and thank you to all those who provided recommendations 

on what to wear to stay off that cold.  No, I wasn’t hitting the ski slopes of Aspen, Colorado as I did in my 

younger days when I left my home at 5:00 a.m., but you wouldn’t have known it with all the layers I had on 

to hit the flats of Sarasota Bay.  And, boy, was I glad I had on all those layers.  It got warmer as the sun 

came out, but I sure was happy I was prepared for the chill.  As far as the experience itself, I definitely have 

to say it deserves a star entry in my life resume.  The quiet of the morning, the sun rising over Sarasota Bay, 

the tide moving out revealing the inhabitants of the flats were amazing…these were some sites I’ve envisioned, 

but not experienced.  The large hermit crab I mistakenly announced as a lobster was HUGE! I can’t wait to 

sign up for the next Carefree learner, but unfortunately, I will have to wait until next January.  Hey, Carol, is 

the JAN 2019 sign-up sheet available yet???? 

    
 

This experience is just another example of the fantastic opportunities available to our club members.  We are 

so fortunate to have dedicated chair members arranging all these wonderful opportunities. Please don’t miss 

the boat, the next time it is available.  It will be an entry in your life resume, too.  

 

Amie Barnicle, past Outreach club representative along with Jane Guy, brought to my attention that the Elsie 

Quirk Library on Dearborn in Englewood has a Sailors Valentine exhibit on display during the month of 

February. The Sailors Valentines on display were projects from several of our club members including Ruth 

Middlebrooks, Jane Guy, Marilyn Boyd, Christina Anglin, and Pam Orozco.  Please drop by and check out the 

beautiful artistry of these club members. 

I’ve included some info on shelling cleaning techniques from the Bailey Matthews Shell Museum which Jane 

Guy shared at the last study group.  You’ll find this information at the end of the newsletter.  Thanks, Jane! 

Happy Shelling and Cleaning! 

 

 
 
 

     
 
  

 
 



 
 
   

Study Group 

Anita Wilson and Homer Rhode 
 

ESC Study Group will meet Wednesday, February 28th 

at 2:00 p.m. at the Cedar Point Park.  Anita Wilson 

will discuss Florida’s fossil shells after club members 

have the opportunity to discuss and share shells they 

have found over the last month.  The March meeting 

on Wednesday, March 28th (2:00 p.m. at the Cedar 

Point Park) will be the last session of the season. 

 

Candy Niziol will share her insights on packing and 

transporting shells.  Homer Rhode and Anita Wilson 

will share the insights they have gleaned over the 

years.  This will also be the last of Anita’s and 

Homer’s two-year term leading Study Group 

sessions.  Participants are encouraged to suggest 

topics for the March study group at the February 

meeting.   

 

The power of knowledge is sharing 
The more we share, the more we learn. 

 

 
Membership Directory 

Sandy Ouderkirk 

 
The 2017-2018 updated membership directory is now 

available in the member’s section of our club’s 

website: Englewoodshell.club.  The member’s section 

requires a user name and PW.  If you do not know this 

key information, please let me know and I will provide 

it to you. 

 

Please review your contact information and let me 

know if you have any changes.  Just a reminder that 

to participate in any club activities or trips, you must 

be a member in good standing (paid dues). 

 

As a reminder, the club membership directory is for 

personal use only and not to be used for solicitation 

or commercial use of any kind.  

  

This is my fifth and final membership directory that I 

have organized.  I will be retiring from the 

Membership chair position after this season. It’s been 

a pleasure to support the club in this capacity.  Thanks 

for everyone’s patience and understanding in 

preparing the years’ directories. 
 

 
 

Library 

Judy Kauk 
 

We have three new books purchased for the 

library with funds from the fall book sale. 

"Seashells of the Florida Panhandle”, “The Art 

of Shelling" (a guide to shelling locations from 

Florida to Maine) and "American Shell Craft” 

(a 2017 book of patterns/history/inspiration). 

 

The February "Shell of the Month" talk will be 

an interesting one given by Karen Huether on 

the King Helmet. 

 

 

Beach Walks 
Deborah Hubbard 

 
The January beach walk was held at Nokomis 

Beach with lunch afterwards at Pop’s Sunset 

Grill. 

 

The February beach walk will be at Indian 

Mound Park, 210 Winson Ave, Englewood FL 

34223. Following the beach walk, we will 

meet for lunch at a nearby restaurant to be 

decided by our shell group.  

 

The monthly beach walk locations are posted 

on the Club’s website page. Be sure to bring 

your beach chair and suntan lotion. Just look 

for our group with our Shell flag nearby 

(usually within walking distance to the 

restrooms). Looking forward to seeing 

everyone! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
           

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

IT’S TIME FOR…… Pizza Box Shell Display  
Anita Wilson and Homer Rhode 

 

You’ve been preparing for this “Olympic” event all season…..Now it’s time to join the fun by 

bringing and enjoying your shell displays in pizza boxes at the February general meeting. 

 

Members participating will be able to place their displays any time after 12:00 NOON.  Each 

display will be identified with a number.  After judging has been completed, participants' names 

will be shown.  Remember all members will be able to vote for their favorite display and the 

participant receiving the most votes will receive the People's Choice Award.  All exhibits will also 

be judged by two qualified judges with shell prizes donated by Homer Rhode which will be given 

to the top three displays.  See you then.  If you have any questions about the display 

requirements, please see the January Newsletter for details. 

 
*  

 

Excursions 

Ruth Middlebrooks, Marilyn Boyd, Carol Ayers 
 

Overnight Trip to “Gather Shells” at 

Anclote Key, FL March 7-8, 2018 
 

Arrive at Island Paradise Charters 5015 US Rt. 19 New Port Richey, FL 34652.  Boat & lunch 

provided $ 45.00.   We will board the boat promptly at 9:00 a.m. to Anclote Key.  Bring a chair, 

towel, shelling tools, bucket, water shoes, sweatshirt, sunscreen. We will be staying one night 

at the Quality Inn, Tarpon Springs located at US Highway 19 N. Tarpon Springs, FL. 34689.  

Dinner is on your own. 

 

 Questions—Contact Carol Ayers @ 508-274-6584 

 

 



 



 

 
ENGLEWOOD SHELL CLUB MEMBERSHIP DISCOUNT MERCHANTS 

 

 

BAILEY-MATTHEWS SHELL MUSEUM  FREE ADMISSION 
3075 Sanibel-Captiva Rd. 
Sanibel, FL 

 

BEACH ROAD BOUTIQUE    10% DISCOUNT 
1350 Beach Rd. 
Englewood, FL 

 

CREATIVE FRAMING & GIFT GALLERY  10% DISCOUNT 
Holiday Center 
Intersection of U.S. 41 & 776 
Venice, FL 
 
 
GASPAR’S DIVE ‘N BOARD    10% OFF SNORKELING GEAR + SOME  
2961 Placida Rd. Ste. 3     OTHER ITEMS 
Englewood, FL 

 

HOOKED ON SUP     10% OFF ON-SITE RENTALS 
Cape Haze Marina Skips @ Placida 
6950 Placida Rd.  1990 Placida Mariner Rd. 
Englewood, FL  Englewood, FL 
hookedonsup@gmail.com 

 

MARGARET ALBRITTON GALLERY   10% DISCOUNT 
13020 Fishery Rd. 
Placida, FL 

 

PIRATE’S DREAM     20% DISCOUNT 
3250 Placida Rd. 
Englewood, FL 

 

SHE SELLS SEA SHELLS    10% DISCOUNT 
1157 Periwinkle Way 2422 Periwinkle Way 
Sanibel, FL  Sanibel, FL 

 

SHERYL’S SHELL SHOP    20% DISCOUNT 
1185 S McCall Rd 
Englewood, FL 34223 
 

SOUTHERN DESIGN LIVING    10% DISCOUNT 
2980 Placida Rd. 
Englewood, FL 
 

SWIMMART      10% OFF (1) ITEM 
Merchant’s Crossing 
1500 Placida Rd. Ste. D-8 
Englewood, FL 

 



 



 



APPLICATION FOR ESC MEMBERSHIP 2017-2018 

(October 1, 2017– September 30, 2018) 

(PLEASE PRINT) 

Please complete application and include your check made payable to the Englewood Shell club.  Send to: 

Sandra Ouderkirk 

8984 Bantry Bay Blvd. 

Englewood, FL  34224 

 

Individual Membership 

 Renewal ………………….$20.00 

 New* ……………………….$30.00 

Family Membership 

 Renewal …………………$35.00 

 New* ………………………$60.00 
 

 

Name ______________________________ Spouse (optional) ___________________________ 

Florida Address: 

 Street __________________________________________________________________ 

 City/State/Zip ____________________________________________________________ 

 Phone # __________________________ Cell # _______________________________ 

 E-mail __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Other Address: 

 Street __________________________________________________________________ 

 City/State/Zip ____________________________________________________________ 

 Phone # __________________________ Cell # _______________________________ 

 

Would you be willing to serve on one of our many committees?  Yes No Maybe 

 

Interested in ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please contact me to discuss opportunities within the Club  Yes   Phone _______________ 

 

 

RELEASE OF LIABILITY 
I understand and agree that pictures taken during Englewood Shell Club activities in which I may appear 

may be displayed in ESC publications. I agree that I am individually responsible for my own safety and my 

personal property when I participate in any club field trip activity.  I will not hold the Englewood Shell Club, 

field trip leaders, nor the property owner liable for any injuries should they occur. 

 

Signed __________________________________ Date _______________________________ 

 

Signed __________________________________ Date _______________________________ 

 

*covers one-time cost of name tag 

DO NOT COMPLETE 
Check # _______________ Amount ____________ Dated ________________________ 

 

 


