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President’s Message  
Linda Powers 

It is hard to believe that my two-year tenure is over. What a monumental two 

years it has been. And nothing could have been achieved without the contributions 

of such a dedicated, committed group of women and men. 

 

This past year for me personally was epic. I had a shell named after me, I went on 

the trip of a lifetime to Fiji and Vanuatu, and I won a first-place ribbon in the 

Sanibel Shell Show Scientific Division. None of these events would have been 

possible without the help of selfless, dedicated individuals in the shelling world. I 

cannot imagine a more generous group of individuals than the friends I have met 

through this passion, this hobby of shell collecting.  

For years, numerous individuals have given tirelessly of their time and talents to 

the Englewood Shell Club. Frequently, speakers have refused their fee to help out 

the club. The Shellcrafter ladies went above and beyond the call of duty this year, 

with teachers of the crafts spending their own money and time putting together 

kits for the classes. Individuals spent countless hours on research, planning, and 

preparation just to share that information with fellow members. The club, and me 

personally, would not have enjoyed the success it has had without the dedication 

of so many volunteers.   

I’m proud of the achievements the club has enjoyed over the last two years. We’ve 

gained a lot of new members and kept the membership consistent. Our club has a 

stellar reputation in the shelling community for willingness to help and congenial 

personalities. We enjoy a strong financial position enabling us to help both the local 

community and the international shelling community. Each and every person 

should proudly proclaim that you helped in those efforts and that you are an active 

member of one of the best shell clubs ever, The Englewood Shell Club. 

 

Thank you for allowing me to lead this organization for two years. It has been my 

pleasure to serve you. And let’s all extend congratulations and assistance to our 

new incoming president, Colleen Fosnough. 
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  General Meeting Speaker  
Candy Niziol  

 

This month's general meeting is one not to be missed!  

We are very fortunate to have Dawn and Blair Witherington with us.  Their names are very familiar 

to everyone as they have authored numerous books on seashells, sea life, Florida, turtles, etc. They have 

done extensive research on subjects that are dear to our hearts.  They will be bringing many of their books 

for purchase at the general meeting, as well as signing books; even their books that you bring with you.   

Doors open at noon for meeting this extraordinary couple, purchasing and signing of books.  Also, 

photographs with the couple may be taken as well. 

  

Dawn and Blair Witherington are professional naturalists and award-winning authors. Blair is a conservation 

programs manager for Disney’s Animals, Science and Environment. He has baccalaureate and master’s 

degrees in biology from the University of Central Florida, and a doctorate in zoology from the University of 

Florida. He has contributed numerous scientific articles and books on sea turtle biology and the conservation 

of beaches. Dawn is a graphic design artist and scientific illustrator trained at the Art Institutes of Colorado 

and Ft. Lauderdale. Her art and design are prominent in natural history books, educational posters, and 

museum exhibits.    

 

Blair and Dawn have merged their art, writing, photography, and design within a number of projects, including 

Our Sea Turtles (Pineapple Press), which won Foreword Reviews 2015 Book of the Year gold medal for nature. 

Their other books include Florida’s Living Beaches, Living Beaches of Georgia and the Carolinas, Florida’s 

Seashells, and Seashells of Georgia and the Carolinas. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Editor 

MaryLinda 
 

Six years ago, I wanted to contribute to an organization that had become a resource for knowledge, friendships 

and just plain fun.  How could I do that being a long distant member?  Linda Powers suggested I consider the 

newsletter editor role and voila; I took off coordinating the communication vessel for our club members.  Since 

then, an additional communication method using Facebook was added to allow club members the opportunity 

to post their stories and photos. That has proven to be a great resource to share timely information such as 

where club members were finding the best shells on any particular day.  Who knows how communication 

resources may change six years from now, but I’m confident our club leaders will continue to use the best 

communication methods to keep members informed of club events.   

 

I have mentioned many times over the last six years how much I have received from “giving” my time to the 

club.  The friendships I have made will be lifelong and the memories will keep me smiling and laughing well 

into my twilight years.  I encourage all of you to think about the talents you have (yes, we all have them!) 

and how you can share (and grow) by volunteering in some way.  

 

In the meantime, happy shelling.  It’s been a pleasure being your Newsletter Editor. 
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Study Group 

Anita Wilson and Homer Rhode 
 

The final ESC Study Group meeting will be 

Wednesday, March 28th at 2:00 p.m. at Cedar Point 

Park. 

 

Candy Niziol will discuss how to pack shells for 

transport.   She will have some great personal 

experience to share with you as she has just returned 

from a trip with several other club members to Fiji.   

 

Hopefully we will see a sneak preview of some of the 

shells from Fiji and Homer and Anita will discuss a 

few interesting tidbits they haven't had time to 

discuss in past meetings.  We look forward to seeing 

you there. 

 

 

Membership Directory 

Sandy Ouderkirk 
 

The 2017-2018 updated membership directory is now 

available in the member’s section of our club’s 

website: Englewoodshell.club.  The member’s section 

requires a user name and PW.  If you do not know this 

key information, please let me know and I will provide 

it to you. 

 

Please review your contact information and let me 

know if you have any changes.  Just a reminder that 

to participate in any club activities or trips, you must 

be a member in good standing (paid dues). 

 

As a reminder, the club membership directory is for 

personal use only and not to be used for solicitation 

or commercial use of any kind.  

  

 

 
 

Library 
Judy Kauk 

 
With the Shell Club season coming to an end, 

it is time to make sure your library books are 

returned. All books need to be back by the 

March 20th meeting or the April 17th club 

picnic. 

 

Linda Powers will be giving the "Shell of the 

Month" talk at the March meeting on a shell 

that is very special to her; Jaspidiconus 
lindapowersae. 
 

Thank you for using the shell club library to 

assist you in your shell questions and 

projects! 

 

 

Beach Walks 
Deborah Hubbard 

 
Our next beach walk will be March 14th at 

Blind Pass Beach. 

 

Come for the beach walk, shelling and join us 

for lunch at a location to be announced 

following our walk.  

 

 
  

Annual Picnic - Tuesday, April 17, 2018 
Candy Niziol 

 
FOOD DRIVE Englewood Shell Club 

Be a part of helping our community by bringing an item listed below to our Shell Club’s Annual Picnic 

Party. All items will be donated to the Englewood Helping Hands Program at Englewood United 

Methodist Church. Let’s help those that we can help. 

 

Suggestions:  Ramen noodles, boxes of cereal, cereal bars, jelly, cookies, crackers, mac & cheese, 

unsweetened applesauce, juice drinks, shelf stable milk, instant oatmeal, liquid hand soap, liquid dish 

washing soap, shaving cream/razors, toothpaste, tooth brush, shampoo, toilet paper. Canned items: 

vegetables, soups, baked beans, fruit in juice, tuna, chicken, salmon, stews, etc. 

 

No one has ever become poor by giving…Anne Frank 

No one is useless in this world who lightens the burdens of another…. Charles Dickens 

We make a living by what we get, we make a life by what we give….Winston Churchill 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
           

 

 

 

 

AND THE WINNERS ARE: 

  
 

 

 

 
Pizza Box Display Winners 

Anita Wilson and Homer Rhode 
 

Congratulations to everyone who participated in the scientific exhibit competition at the February ESC 

Meeting.  Everyone learned so much about the featured shells.  Special congratulations to Judy Kauk 

who won Grand Championship Honors for her exhibit on Xenophora, carrier shells.  Second place was 

won by Jane Guy for her excellent display and discussion covering all the stages of life of our own club 

shell, the Lightning Whelk, Sinistrofulgar sinistrum and Leslie Furmage’s exhibit on coquinas, Donax 

variabilis, took third place. 

 

Homer Rhode and Linda Powers served as judges for the exhibits, however all members voted for their 

favorite exhibit and the winner, Leslie Furmage won the People’s Choice Award.  Jane Guy’s exhibit 

came in second for People’s Choice, just as it was judged second place by the scientific judges.  It was 

interesting how closely the scientific exhibit judges and the membership agreed on winners.  Each of 

the top three winners and the People’s Choice Awardee received shells donated by Homer Rhode.  The 

event was planned by Homer Rhode, Linda Powers and Anita Wilson.  

Excursions – Palm Island & Anclote Key  
Ruth Middlebrooks, Marilyn Boyd, Carol Ayers 

 

Unfortunately, the boat captain cancelled the trip to Anclote Key due to high winds.  Ruth 

Middlebrooks mentioned that there still is room for members on the March 14th trip to Palm Island.  

Please contact Ruth if you are interested in going to Palm Island.   

 



 



 

 
ENGLEWOOD SHELL CLUB MEMBERSHIP DISCOUNT MERCHANTS 

 

 

BAILEY-MATTHEWS SHELL MUSEUM  FREE ADMISSION 
3075 Sanibel-Captiva Rd. 
Sanibel, FL 

 

BEACH ROAD BOUTIQUE    10% DISCOUNT 
1350 Beach Rd. 
Englewood, FL 

 

CREATIVE FRAMING & GIFT GALLERY  10% DISCOUNT 
Holiday Center 
Intersection of U.S. 41 & 776 
Venice, FL 
 
 
GASPAR’S DIVE ‘N BOARD    10% OFF SNORKELING GEAR + SOME  
2961 Placida Rd. Ste. 3     OTHER ITEMS 
Englewood, FL 

 

HOOKED ON SUP     10% OFF ON-SITE RENTALS 
Cape Haze Marina Skips @ Placida 
6950 Placida Rd.  1990 Placida Mariner Rd. 
Englewood, FL  Englewood, FL 
hookedonsup@gmail.com 

 

MARGARET ALBRITTON GALLERY   10% DISCOUNT 
13020 Fishery Rd. 
Placida, FL 

 

PIRATE’S DREAM     20% DISCOUNT 
3250 Placida Rd. 
Englewood, FL 

 

SHE SELLS SEA SHELLS    10% DISCOUNT 
1157 Periwinkle Way 2422 Periwinkle Way 
Sanibel, FL  Sanibel, FL 

 

SHERYL’S SHELL SHOP    20% DISCOUNT 
1185 S McCall Rd 
Englewood, FL 34223 
 

SOUTHERN DESIGN LIVING    10% DISCOUNT 
2980 Placida Rd. 
Englewood, FL 
 

SWIMMART      10% OFF (1) ITEM 
Merchant’s Crossing 
1500 Placida Rd. Ste. D-8 
Englewood, FL 

 



 



 


